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And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ, and has appointed us to 
serve in the ministry of reconciliation.  
19 We are to tell how God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not charging 
men's transgressions to their account, and that 
He has entrusted to us the Message of this 
reconciliation. On Christ's behalf therefore we 
come as ambassadors we, on Christ's behalf, 
beseech men to be reconciled to God.  
2 Cor 5:18-20 
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Reconciling Mankind to God 
 In the present time  
• To those who sincerely claim to seek God 
• To those who claim to be atheists 
• As peacemakers 

• Tensions / Issues between believers 
• Family problems 
• Workplace interpersonal relationships 
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Reconciling Mankind to God 
 In the future (as the Royal Priesthood) 
• Reconciling old enemies with grudges 
• Reconciling where one was wronged and  
     they didn’t even know the cause of it 
• Reconciling nations 
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Reconciliation is bringing 
again into unity, harmony, or 
agreement what has been 
alienated. 
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      MANKIND 

RECONCILIATION 
     GOD  

Act 4:12 "And there is 
salvation in no one 
else; for there is no 
other name under 
heaven that has been 
given among men by 
which we must be 
saved." 



Conflict is a difference in 
opinion or purpose that 
frustrates someone’s goals 
or desires.  
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4 Primary causes of conflict: 
 Misunderstandings resulting from poor  
communication  

Differences in values, goals, gifts, calling,  
priorities, expectations, interests, or opinions  

Competition over limited resources  

Sinful attitudes and habits that lead to 
 sinful words and actions  
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How we deal with conflict… 

is a reflection of what we 
really think of God. 
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The more often we 
express a desire 

the more we desire it  

and the more we 
realize  it.  
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Since scriptural principles 
are the foundation of our 
faith, they should be 
expressed in our actions.  
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ACTIONS 

 FAITH 

Ja. 2:18, “…I will show you 
my faith by my works.” 



Wine, Worship and Washing 
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Jesus taught that when the 
principles / teachings (wine) 
changed, then the practices 
(wineskins) should change  
Lk. 5:33-38   

The “wine” of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ could not be contained and 
expressed by the practices  of 
Judaism.    



Wine, Worship and Washing 
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Paul’s visit to Athens;  he “walked 
around and looked carefully at” 
their “objects of worship” then… 
(Acts 17:16-34)  

Behavior can be influenced by 
circumstances    



Wine, Worship and Washing 
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Setting aside the commands of God in 
order to observe (ceremonial washing)  
traditions  

Behavior is influenced by both 
past experiences and present 
circumstances.  Mk 7:1-9    
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   Past / 
Tradition  

Foundation of Values 

Sphere of Influence 

     Present / 
Circumstances  

     Beliefs / Principles  

     Choices  

     Actions  
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 In the present time  
• To those who sincerely claim to seek God 
• To those who claim to be atheists 
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• Family problems 
• Workplace interpersonal relationships 
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   Past / 
Tradition  

Foundation of Values 

Glory to God 

     Present / 
Circumstances  

     Beliefs / Principles  

     Choices  

     Actions  



 
          Bring Glory to God 
 

Honor God 

Obey God 

Imitate God 

Acknowledge God 
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Suicide 
Flight 

Denial 

Escape 
Murder 

Litigation 
Assault 

Attack 

Overlook 

Reconcile 
Negotiate Personal Mediation 

Accountability 
Arbitration 

Assisted 
    Responses to Conflict 
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 In the present time  
• To those who sincerely claim to seek God 
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Reconciling Mankind to God 
 In the future (as the Royal Priesthood) 
• Reconciling old enemies with grudges 
• Reconciling where one was wronged and  
     they didn’t even know the cause of it 
• Reconciling nations 
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   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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• Offense   
• Association 

• Wedge   
• Doubt   
• Edification   

• Expediency   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   

“AOWDEE” 



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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Will this activity require me to associate 
with what is evil?   

• Association 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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Will participating in this activity cause a 
weaker believer to sin?   

• Offense 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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Will my participation lead to possible 
future sin?   

• Wedge 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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Am I certain this activity is appropriate?   
• Doubt 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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Will this activity build me or others up 
spiritually?   

• Edification 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
   



   Six Biblical  
 Decision Making Principles 
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What is the best choice I can make in this 
situation?   

• Expediency 

“AOWDEE” 
At One’s Work Do Engage Effectively
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